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Synthesis 

 

The subject of this colloquium to be held on the 26th, 27th and 28th March 2014 

at Montrouge in the Paris region, is Citizenship and Health in European social 

action. Communications are invited in two main areas :  

1) promotion of health and access to health care within an ethical and 

democratic perspective   

2) social and health networks as a living source of innovation.   

In continuity with the colloquium held in February 2012, this event aims to 

provide a framework for shared thinking and innovatory intervention in social 

work and social action in Europe. Contributions may take the form of papers for 

the plenary session, workshops, projection of films, participation in round table 

debate or case studies. 

 

Argument 
 

A wide variety of practices and innovations from a large number of countries 

were presented at The European Regional Colloquim held at Montrouge in 

February 2012.  

In 2014, our ambition is to pursue the discussions thus engaged from the 

viewpoint of innovation and creativity in social work.  

Given the economic crisis and the complexity of the political, social and practical 

situations so different from one county to another, we are convinced that the 

ability to innovate is a vital necessity for teams engaged in social action across 

Europe.  

 

The 2014 edition of this meeting will build upon similarities and convergences 

made evident.  Among other lessons, we were able to verify that a foundation of 

humanist and democratic values exists, given life by the European Social 

Charter.  

Speakers were able to overcome linguistic barriers and develop a common 

vocabulary, despite the complexity of the field.  The field of health was often in 

the forefront of discussion of social policy by speakers even those working 

outside the health care systems of their countries. 

 



Papers are invited within the following topics :  

 

Citizenship in action : does promoting citizenship for socially excluded 

populations mean more attention should be paid to access to health in all its 

aspects ? Globalization has had consequences visible in the increase of inequalities 

in access to health services, the appearance of new risks linked to mobility. As 

emphasized by the international federation of social work, inequalities in health 

profoundly affect the life chances of the individual. They impact upon economic, 

social and environmental conditions.  

Several questions are to be asked : how should they be taken into account ? 

Which approaches best reduce disparities between social groups and succeed in 

promoting access to health, particularly in the field of reducing discrimination ?  

The conference will address such issues as the recognition of the status of 

service users within medical and social institutions, not only as "consumers" but 

also as actors at every level of the decision making process.  How do social 

workers contribute to effective realization of citizenship when the individual is 

limited by experience of ill health, by handicap or by social circumstances that 

accentuate it. 

 

The role of socials workers. This is a fundamental issue with regard to groups 

concerned by multiple problems such as handicap, illness and the relation to 

social norms that they generate.  Could social workers take more notice of 

health questions such as body-health interactions, "responsibilisation" of 

service users for their health or questions about care management.  How can the 

social worker's role be defined in the field of health in the light of different 

European practices and particularly with reference to concepts such as 

"empowerment", "networks" or "care". 

 

In dealing with these questions it becomes clear that health is an integral 

part of the social field. On the other hand, one notes that initiatives and 

institutions are extremely disparate and not always coordinated.  

How can links be constructed in this picture of a rich variety of initiatives often 

difficult to decipher, between structures whose mission is exclusively related to 

health, those that are explicitly oriented to social problems and those that deal 

with both these areas. It is important to give accounts of innovatory initiatives 

showing how transversal approaches can be constructed and how networks 

contribute to their goals. Taking into account the World Health Organisation 

definition of health as a state of general well being, how can social workers 

contribute to it and with what realistic institutional partnerships can this be 

achieved.  

 



Contributions are invited within one of the following two areas :  

 

1. The promotion of health and access to care within a democratic and 
ethical framework :  what kinds of practice ? What voice and what actions by 

service users ? 

 

This might deal with :  

 

• The role of the individual within the social and health system his or her 

citizenship as a "patient", "user", "stakeholder" or "client" of these 

structures 

• The obstacles to access to health, discriminations linked to the health 

conditions, or to status of a particular group, type of handicap or in 

relationship to gender 

• The role of prevention, education for health and the missions of traditional 

and innovatory services 

• Networks of primary health care : particularly, networks between hospitals 

and local services, mental health networks, patients and ex patients  

• Care of people with handicaps particularly within recent policies about non-

discrimination or "compensation"  

 

 

2.  How can health and social networks contribute to innovatory projects ? 

What initiatives can be taken ? What are the advantages and difficulties 

associated ? 

 

This might include presentations about :  

 

• The role of social workers in relation to specific needs of groups concerned 

by major public health questions : workers with young children, quality of 

life and constraints of situations of handicap, access to hospital and 

community health care, work with the elderly 

• Use of creative resources in the social and health environments : care 

projects using artistic practices, education in the field of health, use of 

games, expression and culture 

• Practices of cooperation and partnership using an interdisciplinary 

approach 

 

Keywords 
 

Citizenship - Health - Networks - Access to services - Prevention - Partnership - 

Innovation Creativity - Films 

 



Comité d’organisation 

 

- Anne Bernard, documentaliste, IRTS IDF Montrouge Neuilly-sur-Marne 

- Brigitte Cheval, Directrice adjointe, ETSUP 

- Colette Deversee, Comité européen d’action spécialisée pour l’enfant et la 

famille dans leur millieu de vie - EUROCEF 

- Marie-Annick Frère, Mouvement Européen des Travailleurs sociaux 

- Marie-Christine Girod, responsable Communication et Biennale du film de 

l’action sociale, IRTS IDF Montrouge Neuilly-sur-Marne  

- Marie Haloux, formatrice, IRTS IDF Montrouge Neuilly-sur-Marne 
- Olivier Huet, Directeur, site de Montrouge, IRTS IDF Montrouge Neuilly-sur-

Marne, 

- Hervé Morandeau, formateur, IRTS IDF Montrouge Neuilly-sur-Marne 

- Yvette Mosca, secrétaire de direction, IRTS IDF Montrouge Neuilly-sur-Marne 

- Eric Santamaria, responsable de formation, ETSUP 

- Véronique Valbin, formatrice, ETSUP  
- John Ward, IRTS IDF Montrouge Neuilly-sur-Marne, laboratoire CRIDAF 

Pléiades Université Paris 13 

Submission of proposals for the 31st August 2013 

Proposals (1500 to 2000 signs) should be sent to : 

- John Ward, coordinator of the conference 

john.ward@irts-montrouge-neuillysurmarne.eu 

 

- Yvette Mosca, secretariat 

yvette.mosca@irts-montrouge-neuillysurmarne.eu 

 

- Proposals of films - Marie Christine Girod, responsable of the festival of social 

action films 

marie-christine.girod@irts-montrouge-neuillysurmarne.eu 

 

The working language of the conference will be French. Should participants 

wish to communicate in English they must send a full text at least one month 

before the conference.  Only limited consecutive translation will be available.   

Please indicate the nature and content of the contribution proposed :  

theoretical approach, analytic account of a project, presentation of research 

results, research-action presentation, audiovisual presentation or poster.   

Propositions of artistic or creative productions are also welcome.   

The proposition of films, will be submitted to a specific selection committee. 

Participants must send a copy of the film proposed in DVD format with a short 

text presenting the type of film (documentary, fiction, etc.), the content of the 

film and the orientation chosen  as well as the form that the debate with the 

public will take. 

 

  
 

www.irts-montrouge-neuillysurmarne.eu 

www.facebook.com/IrtsIdf9293 


